
       
 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR TRINITY FAMILY! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The family of Trinity Lutheran Church welcomes all 
people to share in the life of the Christian faith in 
worship, friendship, and service. 

 
OUR CORE VALUES 

Faithfulness to God’s Word . . . Integrity . . . 
Compassion . . . Family focused . . . Engagement in 
Service . . . Welcoming to all people . . . Fiscal 
responsibility & stewardship 

VISION STATEMENT 
The family of Trinity builds and nurtures the bonds 
of faith through love, learning, and sharing with 
others. 
 

OUR CRITICAL TARGETS 
Faithful Worship . . . Christian Education . . . Healthy 
Christian Homes . . . Caring Relationships in Christ . . 
Robust Community Connectivity & Outreach 

 
 

 
 

FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP 
 

As we American Lutheran Christians celebrate the 244 years of our own nation’s 
existence under the same Declaration of Independence and Constitution designed and 
written by our founding fathers, and yet again as in the past, in a year of challenges, 
uncertainty, violence, and an historic pandemic, let us reflect on what the timeless 
Word of God says about our responsibilities of citizenship in earthly nations, and, 

even more importantly what it says about our eternal citizenship in God’s kingdom! 
 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS ON! 
JULY 27-31 

REGISTER YOUR CHILDREN AND THEIR FRIENDS TODAY! 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
1415 South Holland 
Springfield, Missouri 
65807 
Phone: 417-866-5878 
Fax: 417-866-5629 
www.trinity-springfield.org 

 

TO GOD ALONE 
BE THE GLORY! 

 
 Devoted to Jesus Christ, 
     the Son of God and the Savior 
     and Lord of the World 
 
 Devoted to God’s Word, 

teaching the pure doctrines of 
the faith 

 
 Devoted to the Sacraments of  

       Holy Baptism and Holy  
Communion, through which 
the Holy Spirit blesses God’s 
people with His presence 
and His gifts.  

 
 Devoted to Christian 

Fellowship and to loving and 
caring for each other 

 
 Devoted to sharing the 

Gospel with all people 
 

(Acts 2:42) 
 

To contact our staff, call the church office or 
Email:  tlcoffice@trinitylutheranspfd.org 
 
+ Rev. William R. Marler, Senior Pastor 
     wmarler@trinitylutheranspfd.org 
 
+ Rev. Nicholas Hagerman, Associate Pastor 
     nhagerman@trinitylutheranspfd.org 
 
+ Dr. Grace St. Pierre, Director of Music Ministry 
     gstpierre@trinitylutheranspfd.org 
 
+ Mrs. Angela Bruton, Office Manager 
     angelabruton@trinitylutheranspfd.org 
 
+Mrs. Hannah Knehans, FamilyLife Intern 
     hknehans@trinitylutheranspfd.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Officers 
President: Clate Baker 
Vice Pres: Steve Koehler 
Secretary: Jennifer Cotner-
Jones 
Treasurer:  Amy Collins 
Asst. Treas: Kim DeLuce 
 

 

 
Mission & Ministry Council 
Ev. & Mission: Mickey Moore 
Christian Care: Larry Roesslet 
Fellowship: Linda Oughton 
Stewardship: Chris Kaempfe 
Endowment: Ann Marie Baker 
Trustee: Jeff Jones 
Personnel: Chris Straw 
Parish Ed.: Daniel Straw 
Elders: Tom McClain 
Family Ministry: Angie 
Reitmeier 
Age-Based Ministry: Josh 
Sexton 

 
Your Board of Elders 
Zone 1  (A/Ben) Carl Oughton 
Zone 2  (Beo/C) Brian Crosby  
Zone 3  (D) Matt Lundien 
Zone 4  (EFG) Mark Jones 
Zone 5  (HIJ) Grant McCune 
Zone 6  (KL)  Dan Lyons 
Zone 7  (M) Zack Peters 
Zone 8 (NOPQ) Adam Breshears 
Zone 9 (R)  Joe Western 
Zone 10  (S/Se) Curt Brand 
Zone 11  (Sh/T) Jason Jones 
Zone 12  (UVWXYZ) Tom McClain 

 
Your Board of Parish 
Education 
Chair: Daniel Straw  
Member/ABS: Kathy Polacoff 
Member:  Amy Scheer 
Sunday School: Linda Young 
Midweek School: Jody Hackley 
VBS: Kayla Watson 
 

http://www.trinity-springfield.org
mailto:tlcoffice@trinitylutheranspfd.org
mailto:wmarler@trinitylutheranspfd.org
mailto:nhagerman@trinitylutheranspfd.org
mailto:gstpierre@trinitylutheranspfd.org
mailto:angelabruton@trinitylutheranspfd.org
mailto:hknehans@trinitylutheranspfd.org
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FROM the SENIOR PASTOR 
 

July 2020 
 
Dear Friends in Christ and Fellow Members of the Trinity Family: 
 
Left to ourselves we human beings have little to no hope of being able to live together in any level of order, 
peace, or harmony in this world and in this life, much less rescue and save ourselves from eternal 
consequences of our condition.  These are the harsh realities our Creator and God revealed to us in the first 
few chapters of His Word.  In those first few chapters of the Book of Genesis, we discover that the world 
and human civilization did not begin in chaotic ignorance and barbarism, or that we are progressing and 
evolving from our primitive states into something more enlightened and better, and that hopefully and 
eventually we will find a way to solve all social problems and create a utopia on earth.  The truth is just the 
opposite! 
 
The origins of earth and of the human race are to be found in God’s creation out of nothing (in the 
beginning of time, matter, and life on earth) of a perfect, imperishable designed earth in harmony with His 
will for all inanimate and living things.  The first generation of human beings was holy, sinless, immortal, 
and enabled and charged to rule the earth with a perfect sovereignty and stewardship delegated by and under 
God.  The utopia about which now women and men can only dream and imagine did at one time exist, in the 
original intention, design, and creation of God. The original condition of the earth and of the human race 
was heaven, heaven on earth!  Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31 
 
And then came the fall of it all—the human rebellion against God’s design , creation, and rule; and the 
consequences of which brought our race and all things in life a new world order—the loss of harmony in 
nature and between nature and human; the loss of harmony between people; the loss of harmony between 
God and His human creatures.  The truth of history is that we are “devolving” because of this one human 
decision.  Humanity lost its connection to God, literally traded it away willingly.  Though deceived into this 
EXCHANGE OF HOLINESS AND IMMORTALITY FOR A “NIGHTMARE TERROR,” our first 
parents, who carried inside themselves the DNA for the whole human race, were responsible for bringing 
down the eternal future they had been given.  The very innate nature of Adam and Eve underwent an 
immediate, 180-degree change:  from original righteousness and holiness in the image of God to the total 
corruption and depravity of sin and unrighteousness.  They lost for themselves and their children the image 
of God.  The entire world on earth was forced to share their consequences.  If only they had left a record of  
 

Our Trinity Family Stewardship – June 28, 2020 
Limited capacity 

Attendance:  8:15 a.m. 90  
11:00 a.m. 71 
 5:00 p.m. 33 

Tithes and Offerings: 

 Undesignated (General) Offerings       $  9,563.52 
 Designated Gifts 

Debt Reduction  $      121.00 Lutherans for Life  $     389.20  
VBS    $       75.00 Christian Care   $     100.00 
      Total    $     685.20 

                  Total Gifts   $10,248.72  
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their initial experiences!  We cannot even pretend to imagine what it must have felt like in those moments 
and hours and days after they worshipped at the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  Physically, how 
strange and how painful would it have been for an immortal body to be suddenly transformed into a mortal 
body, aging towards death.  Did they feel an immediate rush of weakness and fatigue? Did they feel it in 
their muscles, ligaments, joints, bones?  Did the strength and shine of their skin actually change in some 
manner?  Did hairs begin to shed from their heads?  Did they lose their breath? 
 
It is beyond comprehension!  And what of their minds and mental state?  How tortured were they in their 
emotions to know they had just single-handedly doomed their beloved planet in global destruction, and 
cursed their offspring?  Most tragic was the dying that happened in their souls; the Holy Spirit of God, His 
life-supporting presence and love pushed away from their spirits. 
 
The EXCHANGE OF HOLINESS AND IMMORTALITY FOR A “NIGHTMARE TERROR resulting in 
the reign of their original sin, in temporal and eternal death, and in all the suffering in each individual’s and 
family’s life leading up to it. . .how they suffered more than any of us! For us, we are all conceived and born 
into this condition, it all seems “natural” to us.  Genesis 5:1-3a; Psalm 51:3-5; Romans 5:12-21 
 
It did not take generations for this unraveling, from a perfect earth and a holy humanity to a fallen world and 
a sinful human race, to begin.  Genesis chapter 4 tells us that the very first baby born into the world grew up 
to eventually also become the first murderer in history; he committed intentional, pre-meditated murder of 
his own brother, in spite of a direct warning from God!  Sin and death reign at full force from the moment of 
birth to the moment of physical death, and produce all sorts and degrees of evil consequences in our lives, 
including idolatries and immoralities of every kind.   
 
The next Biblical narrative for our instruction is Genesis 6-9, the story of the Great Flood during the time of 
the prophet Noah.  At some point in the ancient world society had deteriorated to such a point that God 
Himself felt in His heart and mind sorry that He had made man on the earth.  Genesis 6:6, perhaps the 
saddest verse in the Bible   The severe conditions were caused by: 
 *the destruction of the families and households of believers, who in each generation, further 
  compromised the faith and morality of God’s truths with the corruptness of the world. 
  The idols of power and status reigned over the people    Genesis 6:1-4  
 *the corruptness had reached such a point of wickedness and evil, and such a proportion, that 
  of the entire world’s population at that time, only 8 people were left in the Church! 
  Genesis 6:5-12, 18 
 *Of all the sins and evils that must have existed in this chaotic and lawless society, only one is 
  actually mentioned and named by God in the narrative—violence   Genesis 6:11, 13  
While it can be read into the text that God’s anger at sin resulted in divine punishment of the most massive 
proportions in history, it is paradoxically also true that in this severe punishment God saved the Church and 
the world for a longer future. 
 
Yet nothing was purified in the process.  Humanity was not rendered less sinful.  The curse of original sin 
continued.  In fact, after the Flood subsided, Noah himself committed serious sin against his own family and 
against the Lord’s will and ways.  Genesis 9:20-27 
 
What does all of this have to do with Christian citizenship in America and in the world in the 21st century?   
Everything!  Don’t quit reading quite yet! 
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In Genesis chapter 11, we reach another extremely important milestone in the ancient world.  Genesis 11:1-
9  As time—centuries, perhaps millenniums—goes by, emigrations increase to a region of the world known 
today as Iraq (Mesopotamia)  Here a strong central government developed, a vision (probably the first of its 
kind) for a world empire was cast, amazing technological advances were made adding to their superiority 
over other peoples and regions, communication was vastly improved adding to their efficiency, a 
monumental building program was launched, and this progressive idea and philosophy to build a one-world, 
secular, humanistic utopia was underway.  So what possible problem could God have with His human 
beings using their reason to develop their skills to build a “brave, new world,” to create a “new deal,” to 
forge a “great society?”   
 
It was not His will.  He had from the beginning commanded men and women to be fruitful, multiply, and fill 
the earth, to be dispersed on the planet. This plan, the Empire and Tower of Babel, was conceived, 
developed, and put into place intentionally against His design, plan, and will.  This was revolution!  

*Genesis 1:28 even before the Fall when the real utopia of heaven was on earth, it was God’s plan 
  for the human population to live around the globe;  

*Genesis 4:16-24 and 6:1 after the Fall, Cain who did not repent of his sin and sibling murder, 
  emigrated with family followers to another region, and there established a “pagan” city-state; 
  the dispersing continued through the generations, as families grew into tribes and city-states; 
*Genesis 9:1, 7 God blesses the post-flood Church (Noah’s little family of 8) and the world with the 
  same command to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and disperse, with the promise He  

  would not destroy civilization again with such an extreme calamity; (Genesis 8:20-22) 
*Genesis 11:4 see the one-world government’s deliberate disobedience of God’s command 

 
Why and how does God prevent this challenge from unbelieving human beings to unite together to build a 
“better” world based on human power and ingenuity?  He had already promised at the time of the renewal 
covenant with Noah that He would not let His anger burn into a global-sized tragedy (until the Judgment 
Day), so that option was off the table.  But He had to stop it because of the very facts that humans are by 
nature sinful—selfish, idolatrous, immoral. In a sense apart from God’s grace and His almighty power, they 
can’t help but cast the wrong vision, pursue an impossible solution, and build a self-destructive product.  
But they do possess abilities and willpower with which God created them, so they are capable of great 
success; the problem is sinful, mortal beings can only produce sinful, mortal results.  So God had to stop 
them before they destroyed themselves, the world, and His Church. 
 
He does it by confusing their communication skills—blows it up, and brings a barrier to their working 
together to finish the grand project, including the tall monument they are building to celebrate themselves. 
(Notice God does not topple the tower; he leaves it in ruins for all to see!) This confusion of languages 
brings divisions, and compels them to disperse.  Genesis 11:6-9  As a result, ever since, people have lived in 
nations, which in a fallen world, brings a sort of checks and balances in the division of power.  One of the 
future nations God Himself will create and call His own people—the children of Israel.  From them would 
come the Second Adam, the Messiah who would save the world by establishing a better exchange—the 
EXCHANGE OF SIN, EVIL, AND DEATH (from humanity to Him, so that He could destroy their power) 
FOR HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS AND IMMORTALITY.  This was a blessed exchange. 
 
That brings us to our own Christian citizenship and this celebration of Independence Day anno Domini 
2020.  Lutheran pastors must be careful, and wisely so, to avoid endorsing particular political parties and 
candidates for office.  But the pastor’s task does include speaking out on issues and topics in the public 
arena that are addressed in Holy Scripture and/or might impact the Church’s freedom to proclaim Christ to 
our nation and to the nations.  2020 is not a year for silence from the Church and her pastors. 
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From the very first effort at the plain of Shinar—Babel, in what is today called the Middle East—to build a 
united, one-world government empire based on humanistic design, philosophy, and world viewpoint, God 
opposes these projects, and vows to stop them before they wipe out His Church.  And the evidence of 
history shows us the absoluteness of God’s will in this matter for how we live together in society.  On the 
one hand, there is a necessity for the rule of law and government precisely because the human race is sinful.  
In that sense government (law and order) is a gift from God to curb sin and evil in the world.  As the Bible 
clearly teaches, and as Jesus informed Pilate, the sovereignty of governments is granted by God. Rule of law 
is necessary for an ordered society.  Peace or any measure of peace cannot exist unless the majority in a 
community, a region, a nation recognize, appreciate, and support this necessity. 
 
And yet God did not send holy angels with heavenly gifts and power to earth to make our laws, be our 
rulers, or enforce our obedience to the rules to insure order and peace among us.  And so those who are 
rulers, legislators, executives, judges, law enforcers, and the like are fellow human beings and fellow 
original sinners.  They are capable of being honest and fair or of being totally corrupt and evil.  They can be 
benevolent leaders who serve or they can become dictators who serve only themselves.  They can share 
power or abuse it.   
 
It is a slam dunk in the catalog of history—those who rise to power with illusions of being a messiah, those 
who promise utopian ideas of perfect justice and equality, superiority, power. . .look at who they have been.  
Prime example in modern times--Karl Marx and his disciples Trotsky and Lenin in the Bolshevik 
Revolution of 1917, blaming the monarchy, the wealthy, and the Christian Church for all that is wrong in 
the world, promising to bring everyone above average down, and everyone below average up to achieve 
perfect egalitarianism.  What did their socialism produce?  Soviet communism.  Just in our own times, add 
the stories of Germany, Japan, China, Indonesia and other Third-World revolutions, and that has equaled 
despotism, tyranny, terror, and death.  And two things we can identify in all of them: they killed as many or 
more of their own citizens as they did their enemies in other nations; they persecuted the true Christian 
Church.  Their nightmare reigns of terror seemed forever to those who suffered from their humanistic, 
atheistic schemes, but in the context of time on earth, God brought them all to their own tragic losses and 
ends.   
 
And some prediction for the future on which you can bank and depend.  Since the Tower of Babel, and up 
until the very end of the world, the King of kings and Lord of lords will continue to end such historical 
kingdom-building, which are against His Word and will.  He will preserve His Church even through 
hostility and persecution.  Humans will, even in some places in spite of themselves, continue to be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth.  Nations and empires will continue to come and go.  Among human beings 
will still be those who incite rebellion against law and order authorities, those who disrespect the sanctity of 
human life and condone a culture of death, those who disrespect God’s design for marriage and family as 
the basic unity of society in order to justify their own immoralities and perversions, those who 
disrespect personal property and steal or cause destruction, and those who use slander and libel to disrespect 
the dignity of certain individuals or groups. 
 
As if this year’s national anniversary wasn’t already upset by the COVID-19 crisis, we are seeing in our 
American culture and society today the kind of civil unrest and violence that reminds those of us who were 
alive of the year 1968.  In 167 American cities major riots and violence broke out in the streets.  
 
In April, 1968, the leader of the Civil Rights Movement (a Christian pastor who preached passive and 
peaceful resistance, opposed violence, and called for patience in reform), Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was  
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assassinated in Memphis. In June, Democratic frontrunner Robert Kennedy was assassinated in Los  
Angeles.  In August the Democratic Party convention in Chicago was clouded by protests and 
demonstrations on the streets outside the hotel; where protestors clashed with police The progressive 
candidate for President, Sen. Eugene McCarthy, who supported the counterculture revolution, and extremist 
radical groups stirred up more unrest and violence.  On the right, segregationists increased their illegal 
crimes against black Americans and against followers of Dr. King’s civil rights movement.  On the left, 
campus riots that included burning everything from flags to buildings, became a trend.  A few mobs held 
university administrators hostages in their offices until they agreed to their terms.  Groups that had criticized 
Dr. King’s speeches, approaches, and methods as too moderate, most notably the Black Panthers, justified 
violence and spoke of reparations and/or a new civil war.  The hopes of these progressive movements were 
shattered when the Democratic Convention turned to an establishment candidate, Vice-President Hubert 
Humphrey. The Republicans nominated former Vice-President Richard Nixon, who lost the 1960 
presidential election and the 1962 California gubernatorial race.  In November, Nixon won the election. 
 
Will 2020 reach the level of protest, unrest, and violence experienced in 1968?  Will this election year bring 
more division?  Is there anything for citizens to learn from this past history in order to better pursue some 
measure of unity?  It appears the two candidates for President in the 2020 election will be 77 and 74 years 
old respectively; perhaps more attention will be paid in this election to the Vice-Presidents who run on the 
tickets?  How should Christian citizens respond?  Prayer, participation, patience!  
 
Pray that God will preserve His Church in our nation, that He will preserve the liberty and freedoms that the 
U.S. Constitution guarantees, in particular the First Amendment’s protection of religious freedom.  Pray for 
wise and good leadership in the White House, Governors’ mansions, and City Halls.  Pray for good 
legislators and jurists.  Pray for our culture, that our now decades-old trends that contradict God’s will for 
our individual and social health, can be reversed.  And after all these prayers, realizing they are about 
temporal matters, pray not our will, but God’s will be done. 
 
Second, we Christians should model in speech and actions, what faithful Christian stewardship is all about.  
That begins with participation, not cynicism or apathy.  It means honoring our government and public 
offices as part of God’s gift for order, not disrespecting them.  It means obeying the laws.  It means 
respecting citizens’ rights to vote, to express their opinions in free speech, and to add to civil discussion and 
debate.  It means not supporting and joining in protests that involve disrespect of police officers and 
destruction of property. We Americans have more freedom and opportunity than any other major nation in 
history to participate in our unique system of democratic republicanism.  The Christian should acknowledge 
this also as a gift of God to the world. 
 
Third, avoid the extremes, and be patient, knowing that our salvation from the EXCHANGE OF 
HOLINESS AND IMMORTALITY FOR A “NIGHTMARE TERROR and our gift of Jesus Christ’s 
BLESSED EXCHANGE means that our citizenship in heaven is where our first devotion lies. That’s who 
we are!  So we must decry revolutionary and rebellious actions, the death culture of abortion and euthanasia, 
the destruction of marriage and the family, and attacks on truth, such as the deceptive re-writing or 
eliminating of history.  These principles guide our votes.  And we have the privilege of being a good 
neighbor to all. 
 
Happy Fourth of July 
Pastor Marler  
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If you would like to receive weekly emails from Trinity, please contact 
Angela in the church office.  These emails include weekly News & 
Notes, the monthly Trumpet, funeral information, Bible class 
information, closings, etc. Call 417-866-5878 or email 
angelabruton@trinitylutheranspfd.org 

 
 
 

MUSIC NOTES from DR. GRACE 
 
Dear Trinity Family,  
 
I am hoping this finds you well and staying safe during this challenging time. I really miss our fellowship.  I 
am doing well and for now, finding that staying at home feels the safest (but by no means the greatest  ).  I 
want to share a few musical items for summer and as we begin to look to the Fall.  As we look forward, we 
do not know what the situation will be as August comes. We can only proceed slowly, one day or week at a 
time. And as we have all experienced, there is a new "normalcy" and what was expected and easy before is 
no longer so. Things are in flux.  But my prayer is, as always, that I stay fixed on Jesus, my only reference 
point, trusting our heavenly Father to guide and  give wisdom where needed and open the floodgates of His 
mercy on us, our nation and world so that we will not have to go backwards.  
 
We are blessed to be in the progressive phase of sanctuary worship, and as a congregation, we have 
embraced the needs for flexibility so well.  The pandemic has caused us to make some sacrifices. 
Congregational singing is one example.  On a brighter note, I am so thankful, as I know you must be, to our 
balcony singers, our choir and congregation members/volunteers and our section leaders who have stayed 
with us over this summer. They have all done a super job and we thank them for the added beautiful 
dimension of sung hymns and music in worship that we love so well and are so integral to our worship. 
Until we can all sing together again safely, we are so grateful for their musical leadership. As they sing, we 
are listening and singing inwardly and taking to our hearts the words of every hymn.  
 
Trinity family has always sung with joy and fullness as a reflection of the love you have in your hearts for 
Christ and we are all deeply aware of how dearly we miss singing the hymns and service music. Please hang 
on and continue being patient. This summer may be difficult, and to comfort you, we are not alone.  Many 
churches locally and nationally have suspended congregational singing for the time being and church choirs 
are on hold in churches all over the nation as well as in community choirs, universities, colleges and 
schools.  With so much still unknown, there are no good solutions right now.  Sadly, as I study the recent 
research, nothing has really changed regarding the power of this virus to spread through aerosol spray at 
long distances or droplets from individuals in a group, choir or in congregational singing. And just as 
grievous is that this virus has no respect for where or when it will appear and with who. So I leave when we 
will begin congregational singing again to our church Elders, Council and Pastors, to decide as we go 
forward and I am confident God will guide them.  For now, we can be at peace knowing it will not always 
be this way. 
 
Farewell to Trinity Musicians: our Handbell Director, our Kids of the Kingdom Children's Choir 
Director, and our Soprano Section Leader, Aiyana Williams 
It is with great sadness that I tell you that Kristen Walker, our Hand Bell Choir Director/Trinity Choir and 
all around fantastic helper whenever needed, Troy Robertson, Kids of the Kingdom Children's Choir 
director, and our Soprano Section Leader, Aiyana Williams, will all not be returning to Trinity in the fall. 
Although Aiyana was with us only a short time, she blessed us with her magnificent voice and sweet loving 

mailto:angelabruton@trinitylutheranspfd.org
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spirit. She was awesome and we will miss her so much.  She will be living in Cape Girardeau and 
pursuing her career. All the love from our grateful hearts and Godspeed to such a gifted singer and a truly 
dear person.   
 
We have been so blessed to have both Kristen for 6 years! and Troy for 4 years here at Trinity and we will 
miss them terribly.  Troy will be moving to Los Angeles to begin a Master's Degree in Vocal Performance 
at UCLA.  His work with the children's choir has been outstanding and made such a strong and profound 
impact on our children and gave them and us all such joy.  Troy was also our bass section leader in Trinity 
Choir for 2 years.  Kristen is going to focus on developing her singing career. Her beautiful personality, 
leadership and singing in the choir will be cherished, and her talent and leadership as our Bell Choir 
Director was transformative and helped our bells rise to new levels of excellence. I believe they had a lot of 
fun too! It is early yet, and all things are in flux right now. We will be having conversations about the future 
and of our music ensembles as time progresses. No matter what happens, we know the Lord will 
provide.  We will miss both Kristen and Troy so much. We send them on their way with so much love and 
grateful hearts for sharing their gifts and presence among us and with prayers for God's guidance and richest 
blessings on their lives as they move forward. They will always have a home at Trinity! We love you! 
 
Note From Kristen to the Congregation 
Dear Trinity Family, 
You have been my home away from home for six years!  I have grown under the guidance of Dr. Grace and 
the love and acceptance of the Trinity community, which is why I call you my family.  It is bittersweet that I 
write to tell you that I am leaving the Trinity community.  I have loved serving you as music assistant/ 
section leader and bell choir director and I will miss my Trinity home, but I feel God calling me in new 
directions and I want to be ready to serve in whatever way he needs me. Thank you for loving me, thank you 
for accepting me, thank you for letting me call this community my home for the last several years.  It has 
meant so much. 
Many Blessings, 
Kristen Walker 
 
Note From Kristen to the Bell Choir 
My Dear Handbell Choir, 
I have missed you the last several months!  Our weekly rehearsals were precious times for me and each one 
of you has been a true bright spot in my life.  I have very much enjoyed my time as your director these past 
four years and I will always cherish this time, but it is time for me to step away and spend more time 
focused on my nephews and pursuing my own art more steadily.  I will miss working and fellowshipping 
with each of you and especially making music with you.  You are wonderful representations of Christ and I 
pray that each of you Emily, Linda, Sandy, Kim, Kayla, Amy, Jen, Mark, Ben, Maureen, and Jake will 
continue to make music a part of your daily and weekly lives and your walk with God.  
Many Blessings, 
Kristen 
  
A Hymn for Meditation and Singing 
The words of the great hymn with the same title, "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" (Lobe den 
Herren), spoke to me and I want to share them with you below.  Every verse is packed with the assurance of 
God's love for us.  As you are meditating on your heavenly Father, take comfort that whether we do or do 
not sing together now in church, we will again someday soon, and we are still of one body and mind in 
Christ. We can still sing with the assurance of His love for us and carry His praise in our grateful hearts.  So 
sing this beautiful hymn now with your beautiful voice, out loud, fully, alone or with family, wherever and 
whenever.  Let the words inspire you and bless you.  What a wonderful God we serve!  Oh, let all that is in 
me adore Him. 
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 
  the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy 
  health and salvation! 
    All ye who hear, 
Now to His temple draw near; 
Sing now in glad adoration! 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all 
  things so wondrously reigneth, 
Who, as on wings of an eagle, 
  uplifteth, sustaineth. 
    Hast thou not seen 

How thy desires all have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth? 

3 Praise to the Lord, who hath 
fearfully, 
  wondrously, made thee! 
Health hath vouchsafed and, when 
  heedlessly falling, hath stayed thee. 
    What need or grief 
Ever hath failed of relief? 
Wings of His mercy did shade thee. 

4 Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper 
  thy work and defend thee, 

Who from the heavens the streams of 
  His mercy doth send thee. 
    Ponder anew 
What the Almighty can do, 
Who with His love doth befriend 
thee. 

5 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that 
  is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come 
  now with praises before Him! 
    Let the Amen 
Sound from His people again; 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 

 

"Praise to the Lord, the Almighty" is based on Joachim Neander's German hymn "Lobe den Herren, den 
mächtigen König der Ehren", published in 1680. John Julian in his A Dictionary of Hymnology calls the 
German original "a magnificent hymn of praise to God, perhaps the finest creation of its author, and of the 
first rank in its class." The text paraphrases Psalm 103 and Psalm 150. (Wikipedia) 
God is with us. The Lord bless you and keep you.  You are always in my thoughts and prayers.   
 
Blessings and love,  
Dr. Grace 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you, for the Mite offerings many have given these past few months.  Until, we have our 
Mite Box placed again, we encourage anyone who would want to continue to give, to send a 
check made out to Jo Scheer in the mail or place in her church box. She will make sure the 
accumulated money goes to the current LWML Mission/Grant.  
Habakkuk 2:4  “The righteous shall live by His faith.” 
 
**Remember, to continue to fill your purple socks each month with designated quarters. 
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FUNDRAISING FOR MISSIONS! 
 

Trinity has continued to raise funds for our Missions even 
through the Corona virus separation. Dedicated supporters of the 
Scrip Mission program have done "Drive By" pick up of orders at 
our home, while (of course) being correctly socially distanced! 
Sales of cards have slowed due to not having church, however 
with this continued support we have been able to still support 
needy missions. Since Ruth Seboldt will not be going to the 
Alaska camp this year, we will be sending a check to help with 
needed repairs to the facility. 

 
 
Hopefully, we will be able to get together soon! Until then keep a list of needed cards to support 
Missions! 
 
Your Scrip Committee 

 
 

 
Vacation Bible 

School 
July 26-30 

9:00-10:30 a.m. 
 
 
Register your child/grandchild 
or yourself as a volunteer 
www.trinity-springfield.org 
 
Click on the VBS 2020 tab 
located across the top (far 
right-hand side) of the page; 
there you will find the forms. 
 
 

http://www.trinity-springfield.org
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Celebrations of the Rite of Confirmation 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                      John Otto       Ray Sexton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Shane Hambrick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mackenzie Peck           Tamanna Cornwall 
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  Reed Metz          Owen Fry 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Myles Lozano and Abigail Schultz      Caelyn Wood 
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

 
 

Usually at this time, we are up to our eyeballs in "treasures" for the Lutherans for Life MONGO Rummage 
sale, but not this year.  We are asking our members and our supporters of Lutherans for Life Pro-life issues 
and projects to support us in this virtual way this year.   
 
By bribing the Trinity secretary with chocolate, we have worked out a possibility.  Trinity members will 
contribute through their offering and it will be processed on their yearly contribution statement.  Non-
Trinity members will mail their gift of love to Trinity with LUTHERANS FOR LIFE PLAINLY 
STATED IN THE MEMO LINE.  The above mentioned lovely secretary will keep track of contributions 
and I, at some point in my life, will write an official letter of thanks with a tax receipt.  Timeliness may not 
be guaranteed, but it will be done, I promise.   
 
After our meeting on June 22nd it was unanimously decided to postpone the Annual LFL Rummage Sale 
until Hopeful dates of June 24, 25, and 26th, 2021.  LFL has always appreciated the many members who 
have contributed their gently used items and their time.  A Special Thank You to the Ladies of the LWML 
who dedicate countless hours each year, and without whom the Rummage Sale could not happen!!     
 

 

 
Even though there will not be the usual 
Rummage Sale we can still help Rare 
Breed with the following items:  
sweatpants, tops, warm socks, sweaters, 
hooded tops, warm caps, gloves, mittens, 
etc.  Ruth Seboldt will collect these items 
and take them to Rare Breed in October. 
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For Sammy’s Window that assists families in the Foster Care Program: 

3 in 1 Shampoos; Tooth paste; Wipes; Hairspray; Hair brushes; Deodorant; Detangler; Kids toothpaste; Kids 
Shampoo; Kids Toothbrushes; School Supplies. 

 
For our local citizens in area Nursing/Assisted-Living Homes: 

Think “things to do”: coloring books, markers, colored pencils, word 
searches, crosswords, puzzles.  Hygiene products:  hand sanitizer, lotions, 
shampoos, wipes, hairbrushes, combs. 
 
We would like to collect these products during the month of June and deliver 
them the first week in July.   Please drop off your sacked items in the 
Narthex 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

An Adult Bible Class (ABS) for household use can be found 
on the Trinity homepage WWW.TRINITY-SPRINGFIELD.ORG  

along with accompanying written guides for each session.  This 
class, taught by Pastor Marler, covers the basic teachings of the 

Holy Scriptures from creation and origins, to salvation and conversion, 
to the Church and the Christian life, to death and the afterlife. 
Join class anytime and set your own timetable; invite a friend! 
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 Rally Sunday   August 23  9:30 a.m. 
  
 Midweek Class Begins August 26  5:00 p.m.  Dinner 
         6:00 p.m.  7th-8th grade class 
         6:30 p.m.  3rd-6th grade class 
  
 Sunday School Resumes TBA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Philip Winter on being awarded the Mark Schultz Memorial Scholarship.  
Philip has graduated a year early from high school and will be attending Concordia 
University – Nebraska majoring in Christian Education Leadership.   
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And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all 
creation. . . .” – Mark 16:15 

 
 

 
 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has 
chosen as his heritage! – Psalm 33:12 
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TRINITY FAMILY PRAYER PAGE 
Each week immediate prayer needs are published in “The Trinity Family Prayer Page.”  Each month in The Trumpet, 
those we pray for weekly as well as others with long term prayer needs are listed to be included in members’ personal 

and household devotions and prayers. . .if you’d like to add a family member or friend, please call or e-mail the 
Trinity office with your request. . .May God bless all for whom we pray. . . 

 
For Those Coping With Cancer 

 
Sharon Hackley 
Nathan Rader 
 
Friends/Family of Trinity Members: 
Nada BouJneid, cousin of Elie Ghanem 

 
Bob DeLuce, brother of Les DeLuce 
Cynthia Koger, friend of Tim Zeigler 
Charles Sayre, friend of Candace Gaede 
Rev. Eric Trickey, friend of Tim/Bernie Zeigler 
Dean Ziegel, friend of Tom Wutke

 
For Those Who Are Homebound in our Trinity Family 

Members permanently or temporarily homebound. . . 
 
Lida Chism  
Bill Fair 
Marge Heldt 
 

Harvey Jorgensen   
Stella Klinkerman 
Georgia Mikessell 
Howard & Bonnie Peters 
 

Marian Rippee 
Earl Viets 
Jerry Williams  
Ruth Wyssmann 

 
For Those Facing Ongoing Health Issues 

Keith Bench 
Carol Etherton 
Joshua Gaede 
Ruth Ohrenberg  
Tim Peters 
Janet Pfeiffer 
Kathy Polacoff    
Juanita Randolph 
Bob Senninger 

Friends/Family of Trinity Members: 
Elise Drennan, great-niece of Debbie Shell 
Sarah Hicks, daughter of Pauline Peters 
Mark Klinkerman, son of Stella Klinkerman 
Curtis Kloehn, son of Wilma Kloehn 
Katie Mayberry, friend of the McCunes 
Jordon Peters, grandson of Pauline Peters 
Steve Zeige, nephew of Janet Pfeiffer 
 

 
 

For Our Nation and For Members of Our Armed Forces 
We pray not only for the soldiers listed here, but also for their families! 

 
Chris Adams 
Sean Becker 
Matthew Duff 
Phillip Hackley 
Jacob Klatte 
Benjamin Schmidt 
Robert Stillings, Jr. 
Sam Carter 

 
Joseph Cook, son of Carolyn Gray 
Nick Costello, nephew of Mark & Karen Freiert 
Frank Edling, son of Alfred Edling 
Eric Flattem, nephew of Jeff & Barb Flattem 
Aaron Gann, son of Rich & Donna Gann 
Kevin Myers, brother-in-law of Kathy Polacoff 
Austin Peregory, nephew of Mark & Karen Freiert 
Corey Thompson, grandson of Bill Fair
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Week of July 5-12, 2020 
 

 
 

 

Today 

The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
8:15, 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Divine Services  
5:00 p.m.  Senior High Youth 
Pastor Marler at Installation Service, Beautiful Savior Lutheran, Kansas City 
Martin’s Fireworks Tent open (final day) and clean up 

Monday Church office closed until 1:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m.  Board of Elders (gym) 

Tuesday 6:00 p.m.  Pickleball 

Wednesday  

Thursday  

Friday Church Office Closed 

Saturday  

Next Sunday 
July 12 

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
8:15, 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  Divine Services 
5:00 p.m.  Senior High Youth 


