
       
 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR TRINITY FAMILY! 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The family of Trinity Lutheran Church welcomes all 
people to share in the life of the Christian faith in 
worship, friendship, and service. 

 
OUR CORE VALUES 

Faithfulness to God’s Word . . . Integrity . . . 
Compassion . . . Family focused . . . Engagement in 
Service . . . Welcoming to all people . . . Fiscal 
responsibility & stewardship 

VISION STATEMENT 
The family of Trinity builds and nurtures the bonds 
of faith through love, learning, and sharing with 
others. 
 

OUR CRITICAL TARGETS 
Faithful Worship . . . Christian Education . . . Healthy 
Christian Homes . . . Caring Relationships in Christ . . 
Robust Community Connectivity & Outreach 

 
 

THE WORDS OF JESUS CHRIST TO HIS PEOPLE IN DIFFICULT TIMES 
 
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor 
about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing?  Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And which of you by being anxious 
can add a single hour to his span of life? . . .    Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we 
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the Gentiles seek after all these things, 
and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. [Matthew 6:25-34] 
 

 
I am with you always to the end of the age! 

______________________________________________________________________   
 

Inside this edition of the Trumpet: 
A Report on What Your Leaders Are Doing to Bring the Church into Your Home! 

Worship Service and Other Resources to Enhance Your Holy Week Worship at Home! 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
1415 South Holland 
Springfield, Missouri 
65807 
Phone: 417-866-5878 
Fax: 417-866-5629 
www.trinity-springfield.org 

 

TO GOD ALONE 
BE THE GLORY! 

 
 Devoted to Jesus Christ, 
     the Son of God and the Savior 
     and Lord of the World 
 
 Devoted to God’s Word, 

teaching the pure doctrines of 
the faith 

 
 Devoted to the Sacraments of  

       Holy Baptism and Holy  
Communion, through which 
the Holy Spirit blesses God’s 
people with His presence 
and His gifts.  

 
 Devoted to Christian 

Fellowship and to loving and 
caring for each other 

 
 Devoted to sharing the 

Gospel with all people 
 

(Acts 2:42) 
 

To contact our staff, call the church office or 
Email:  tlcoffice@trinitylutheranspfd.org 
 
+ Rev. William R. Marler, Senior Pastor 
     wmarler@trinitylutheranspfd.org 
 
+ Rev. Nicholas Hagerman, Associate Pastor 
     nhagerman@trinitylutheranspfd.org 
 
+ Dr. Grace St. Pierre, Director of Music Ministry 
     gstpierre@trinitylutheranspfd.org 
 
+ Mrs. Angela Bruton, Office Manager 
     angelabruton@trinitylutheranspfd.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Officers 
President: Clate Baker 
Vice Pres: Steve Koehler 
Secretary: Jennifer Cotner-
Jones 
Treasurer:  Amy Collins 
Asst. Treas: Kim DeLuce 
 

 

 
Mission & Ministry Council 
Ev. & Mission: Mickey Moore 
Christian Care: Larry Roesslet 
Fellowship: Linda Oughton 
Stewardship: Chris Kaempfe 
Endowment: Ann Marie Baker 
Trustee: Jeff Jones 
Personnel: Chris Straw 
Parish Ed.: Daniel Straw 
Elders: Tom McClain 
Family Ministry: Angie 
Reitmeier 
Age-Based Ministry: Josh 
Sexton 

 
Your Board of Elders 
Zone 1  (A/Ben) Carl Oughton 
Zone 2  (Beo/C) Brian Crosby  
Zone 3  (D) Matt Lundien 
Zone 4  (EFG) Mark Jones 
Zone 5  (HIJ) Grant McCune 
Zone 6  (KL)  Dan Lyons 
Zone 7  (M) Zack Peters 
Zone 8 (NOPQ) Adam Breshears 
Zone 9 (R)  Joe Western 
Zone 10  (S/Se) Curt Brand 
Zone 11  (Sh/T) Jason Jones 
Zone 12  (UVWXYZ) Tom McClain 

 
Your Board of Parish 
Education 
Chair: Daniel Straw  
Member/ABS: Kathy Polacoff 
Member:  Amy Scheer 
Sunday School: Linda Young 
Midweek School: Jody Hackley 
VBS: Kayla Watson 
 

 
 
 

http://www.trinity-springfield.org
mailto:tlcoffice@trinitylutheranspfd.org
mailto:wmarler@trinitylutheranspfd.org
mailto:nhagerman@trinitylutheranspfd.org
mailto:gstpierre@trinitylutheranspfd.org
mailto:angelabruton@trinitylutheranspfd.org
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FROM the SENIOR PASTOR 
 
April 2020 
 
Dear Friends in Christ and Fellow Members of the Trinity Family: 
 
Appearing on the front page in the March 2020 Trumpet was the graphic of the world seen at the top of this 
page.  This graphic announced the theme of our Lenten season Midweek services and sermons, “Lent For 
All Nations.”  The Lenten season began on Ash Wednesday on February 27. Who knew, who could ever 
have predicted, that we would celebrate together in our Sanctuary only six times (the first three Sundays in 
Lent and the first three Wednesday services)?  Who knew that 2020 would be the first year in Trinity’s 
history that our congregation would be quarantined during Holy Week? 

 
God did! Actually, only God did! 
 
Even the best medical minds in our nation and in the world with which God has blessed us at this time in 
history still know little and have much to learn about the 2020 pandemic—COVID-19.  Unprecedented 
measures have been taken at American federal, state, county, and local levels in an effort to contain the 
spread of this very contagious and dangerous virus.  It’s hard to imagine that life in any area of our country 
has not been impacted, if not by the virus, certainly by the changes resulting from restrictions, business 
closures, school shutdowns, and so on. 

Our Trinity Family Stewardship – March 22 & 29, 2020 
QUARINTINE 

Attendance:  8:15 a.m.  Previous Week:    
11:00 a.m.          

Tithes and Offerings: 
 Undesignated (General) Offerings       $ 13,687.50 
 Designated Gifts 

Debt Reduction  $      117.50 World Relief   $        35.00 
Security Door   $   7,233.41 Christian Care   $      500.00 
Bus Expense   $        20.00 Building Use   $      100.00 
E-Thermostat   $      110.00 Tomorrow Fund  $   1,796.25 
LFCS Memorial  $        25.00 Portals of Prayer  $        56.00 
LWML   $        20.00 Total    $ 10,013.16 

                  Total Gifts   $ 23,700.66  
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And people are left to themselves, within their families/households, and in their other groups (school, work, 
churches, clubs, organizations, etc.) to inform themselves and find a way to respond.  Some showed outright 
panic; although there was no problem at the beginning with actual supply or forecast of supply shortages of 
food and other goods that people regularly buy, enough people ran to stores and hoarded enough to add to 
the sense of panic.  Overnight sanitizer and certain paper products became the new “American coin.”  Folks 
bought up quantities of gloves and facemasks to take home.  Social media exploded with information—
some trustworthy perhaps, some not so reliable—and news articles and features on our alphabet menu 
(ABC, CBS, CNN, FOX, MSNBC, NBC, PBS, and other affiliates) flooded the public with data and 
suggestions that often contradicted themselves, and shamelessly inserted partisan politics into a serious 
pandemic. 
 
At the other end of the spectrum are those who say everyone is overreacting, and that we in our generation 
have lost all common sense.  They point to the number of deaths in America we have every year from the 
flu itself, and predict the COVID-19 deaths will be much less.  They believe our panic will lead to 
destroying the strong economic growth that has recently emerged.  These folks point out that governments 
are exceeding their authority and violating the Bill of Rights. 
 
How are we Christians to respond? 
 
First and foremost, in any crisis or tragedy whether by natural disaster, economic collapse, war, or 
pandemic, the Christian response is repentance.  Such crises remind us that we are sinners living in a fallen 
world as a consequence of sin. Jesus pointed to these very things that will happen in every generation.  But 
He taught us Christians to use these very events, when they happen in our time, to remember that the end of 
this fallen earth and this fallen humanity is Inevitable when He returns on the Last Day and restores for us a 
world without sin and death!  And of that Day, just like every other tomorrow in our lives, only God knows 
the when.  So in such an anxious time as this, we turn to God to have mercy upon us, confessing the reality 
that we deserve no such help from Him.  We appeal to His historic action in His Son, Jesus Christ, to save 
us.  We pray not just for ourselves but also for all fellow sinners in the world, especially those who do not 
yet have faith and salvation in Jesus, and in the case of war, even our enemies. 
 
And so today we are involved in fervent prayer for our families, for our brothers and sisters in the Church 
around the world, for the sick and dying everywhere, and for all people.  We affirm God’s control over all 
things and His almighty power to defeat everything that threatens us.  We acknowledge in our praying that 
we are only beggars pleading for undeserved pity and help.  
 
In Martin Luther’s lifetime, he lived through more than one pandemic, through economic depression, 
through food shortages, and through bloody wars.  In 1527 the Black Plague (a pandemic that some 
historians estimate killed one-half the population of Europe!) closed down Wittenberg.  Those who were not 
yet infected left town to find an uncontaminated place, although healthy doctors, nurses, and priests stayed 
to care for the sick and dying.  One hundred years ago (1918-1920), the Spanish Flu global crisis infected ¼ 
of the world’s population and took the lives of millions.  In St. Louis (with twice the population the city has 
today), the commissioner of health  took decisive and controversial action and ordered a mandatory 
complete shutdown, including churches.  Our synod’s leaders supported this action and encouraged 
members (citing the 4th Commandment and the law of Christian love) to cooperate and obey this temporary 
law enacted to protect citizens.  (The Spanish flu was caused by the H1N1 influenza virus with which most 
of us are familiar due to the 2009 swine flu epidemic.) 
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So, this is not the first time anything like this ever happened.   Likewise we today have opportunity to show 
others Christ, who alone can support us in life and death.  
 
Also likewise it is obvious that our governments today are not attacking our First Amendment rights—they 
are acting out of concern in protecting citizens against a deadly outbreak.  We are called upon by God’s 
Word to recognize that He works and rules through earthly rulers (Deuteronomy 21:18-21; Matthew 22:21; 
1 Timothy 2:1-3; 1 Peter 2:13-17) to establish and maintain law, order, peace, and help.  Our government 
leaders are asking us citizens to sacrifice for a time some of our liberties, needs, and wants in order to save 
many lives from illness and death.  Of all people, we Christians are equipped by the Word of God to 
respond with eagerness at the opportunity to so serve our neighbors. 
 
How do Christians best respond to such a crisis as this present one?  Let me suggest five thoughts to guide 
your prayers, speech, and behavior choices in your “new normal” daily routine.  With continued repentance 
and prayers for all people (and specific people we know), we also next: 
  
 *do the best we can to inform ourselves about the disease, about the measures being taken to 
  deal with the disease, and what each of us and our households can reasonably do to 
  help; in your prayers ask God to guide you to the best, most reasonable data 
 
 *avoid the seduction of the extremes (USE THE NEWS and social media; don’t let them use you 
  to spread panic and hysteria. . . or apathy) 
 
 *use the gift of common sense that God gives 
 
 and especially. . . 
 
 *be in the Word of God, increasing in your household the time spent in Bible reading, Bible  

study, home worship and devotions, praying together with others at home, on the phone, 
through messaging.   (Through His people, the Holy Spirit SANITIZES cyberspace) 

 
 *serve your neighbor as is possible! 
 
The law of Christian love (John 13:31-35) defines the Christian motive for service; not in self-preservation 
and not for self-recognition/advancement, but out of and with Christ-like love—believers ask God to help 
them practice sacrificial love.  Caring for the afflicted means also protecting the healthy from infection—
this is for the good of all people.  And it is precisely at this point where we see the Biblical doctrine of 
vocation, and God’s control over the social order, especially in times of crisis. 
 
Some of you are able to clearly remember September 11, 2001.  You remember that tragedy brought record 
numbers of people, some who had not been in a church building for years, into our Sanctuaries.  The 
national questions were “where was God when so many innocent people of all ages, ethnic backgrounds, 
and religions were innocently incinerated?” “What kind of a God could allow such an evil event to take 
place?”  “Is God really all-powerful?”  “Does God really love all human beings without favoritism?”  It was 
left up to those of us who were called by God into the vocation of Pastor, preacher, and theologian to answer 
these relevant questions.  You might also remember the wonderful Biblical responses to 911 we shared: 
‘where was God?’  While the fires still raged and before the dust settled, this hidden God (who on the one 
hand demands we not in arrogant foolishness question Him at all since He is God), was very present and not 
so much in His pastors and priests as in another of His many vocational callings—the men and women we  
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now call first responders who were going up the stairs of the towers. . .not down the stairs.  This is the 
sacrificial, service to the neighbor that God brought to New York through not only Christian police, fire-
fighters, and health care workers, but through all of them who served—who died, who were injured, and 
who survived. 
 
And again ten years later, we see these health care vocational gifts of God at the forefront.  Their hospitals 
and practices are turned into literal MASH units, their hours and energy stretched to the limit.  To them God 
has given the knowledge, skill, and resources.  To them He has given the duty and the amazing will to serve 
their fellow citizens.  To each of us He will also give roles and opportunities according to our gifts and 
vocational callings.  To the world it all looks like a mere human endeavor to be heroic and successful.  We 
Christians know it is all in God’s hands, according to His will, and we are both subject to that divine will, 
and joyfully dependent upon it. 
 
Let us agree that we are so blessed to live in 2020 with the medical knowledge and resources that God has 
provided our modern, more populated world.  Let us agree that we should respect, listen to, and pray for our 
health care providers at this critical time.  Let us acknowledge this coronavirus is indeed a serious threat; no 
credible medical authority who has spoken disagrees with this conclusion, and that is why such drastic 
measures have been taken. We pray for them daily, hourly. 
 
In addition to those who will deal with actual infection and illness, every member of our society is now 
subject to fear, anxiety, isolation, and emotional and spiritual crises.  I was alerted to this other aspect of the 
pandemic on the very morning I wrote this letter as I visited with a long-time acquaintance who I now 
consider somewhat of a prospect since he and his family have been disenfranchised from their home church 
(of another Christian denomination) due to a conflict.  Through the years he has shared with me some of the 
ordinary challenges in his life, and I’ve never seen him in such a state as he was in.  He believes he will be 
the one to catch this virus at work and take it home to his wife and children.  If he is experiencing these 
things now, what will it be like a month from now?  In such an atomized society as we now live, COVD-19 
could mutate into something the virus itself, if it could, would not recognize—an epidemic of depression 
and various levels of despair.  
 
All Christians in all vocational callings can especially help prevent this pandemic “by-product” by getting 
out in front of it.  Your Trinity Board of Elders and both of your Pastors are in the process of making phone, 
voice-to-voice direct contact with every member household.  It is a large task, but it is a main priority in 
these first days and weeks.  Most of you who are active and faithful members of Trinity did pick up our 
most recent 2019 directory.  Please help by spending a few minutes in its pages and pictures, yes, for prayer, 
but also for picking out some brothers and sisters to call on the phone, and just to see how we are all doing, 
to pray for and with each other.  And thank you to those of you who are already doing just this. 
 
At such a time as this we will see God actually increase your use of His Word in daily life, and the actual 
communication you have within and outside your normal circle of friends at church. 
 

Thank you for reading this entire letter.  I pray there was an encouragement for you.   

Dear flock, maintain a consistent hygienic routine and do answer and tell your children and grandchildren 
why our lives have been altered.  Maintain (a safe) communication with extended family members, with 
neighbors who live around you, with your church, and with your circle of friends.  Be the encourager for 
those with whom you speak who are stressed.  And as you care for your physical and material needs and 
health, remember that using God’s Word enriches the Holy Spirit’s work—strengthening, guiding, 
comforting—in you and your household. 
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Please do not hesitate to call me if you need something.  417-840-1023 
 
If you are not on our email list, please contact the church office—866-5878—and sign up. 
If you, or if you know of someone not receiving the Trumpet online or through mail, who does not use email 
or Facebook, please let us know so that we can mail worship services, sermon manuscripts, important 
announcements, and resources to your/their home. 
 
In His Service,  
Pastor Marler 
 
 

All Divine Services, Worship, Classes, Fellowship Events, Meetings, and Activities on the 
Trinity campus remain canceled until further notice. 

 
* * * * * * 

Please visit our homepage:  WWW.TRINTY-SPRINGFIELD.ORG to find written and video Worship Services 
with sermons, Bible classes, devotions, and other resources so that even though we cannot come 

together in our church our church can be brought into your home/household 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FROM PASTOR HAGERMAN 
 

Dear Trinity Family, 
 
 Greetings to you all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!  As I write this letter, we are beginning 
our third week of cancelled church events, with about a month or so to go (at least).  I hope that all of you 
are staying healthy and heeding our shelter in place order as best you can.  Remember, the more we all 
participate, the faster this ordeal will be over! 
 I know that we all are feeling many emotions about this situation, most of them negative.  Some of 
us are probably concerned about our health, and are worried that catching this virus might make us very 
sick, or worse.  Others are worried about our jobs and finances, and about what we’re going to do if this 
lockdown lasts too much longer.  If there is anything you need, or if you just want to talk about the things 
you’re going through right now, please don’t hesitate to call the church office or one of the pastors.  We are 
here to help you through whatever situation you might be dealing with at this time.  At the very least, we 
can offer a listening ear and prayers for your physical, mental, and spiritual well-being. 
 The one emotion that I think all of us are probably feeling right now is disappointment.  We are 
disappointed that we’re going to have to miss so much church, especially during Lent and Holy Week.  
We’re disappointed that we won’t be able to celebrate Easter in our sanctuary, or receive the Lord’s Supper 
every week for a while.  We’re disappointed for our confirmands, who will have to wait to be confirmed 
until we can get back into church.  We’re disappointed that the school year might be ending prematurely, 
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especially if we’re high school or college seniors who won’t be able to have a big commencement 
ceremony.  We’re all disappointed about something related to this crisis, and I personally am just as 
disappointed as everyone else.  None of us have ever had to go through something like this before, and it has 
changed all of our lives in ways that we never would have dreamed of just a couple of months ago. 
 But even in the midst of all of the disappointment, I can still find many things to be thankful about.  
First of all, I’m thankful that so far everyone in my family has managed to stay healthy, and that to my 
knowledge no one at Trinity has contracted the coronavirus.  I’m also thankful that we were able to do some 
major things at Trinity right before the lockdown began: the Leap Year Talent Show, the blood drive in 
honor of Nathan Rader (who is now in full remission!), and the funeral of our 101-year-old longtime 
member Marcella Gieseke.  The blood drive and the funeral in particular happened just days before we had 
to cancel our church events, and I’m very thankful that we were able to have those just in time. 
 I’m also thankful for the modern technology that allows us to stay in touch with each other during 
this difficult time.  Technology can be a curse in many of ways, but right now it is making staying 
connected so much easier.  I don’t know how I as a pastor would be able to minister to the congregation in 
this situation without the help of phones, e-mail, YouTube, Facebook, and live streaming capabilities.  I’m 
thankful that we can send out encouraging notes, sermon videos, Bible studies, and other resources to the 
people of Trinity to serve you during this time of isolation.  I thank God for His many wonderful gifts to us, 
and I hope that you are able to do the same! 
 I would encourage all of you at some point to read Psalm 136, either by yourselves or together as a 
family.  This psalm reminds us to give thanks to God in all circumstances, because His steadfast love for us 
endures forever (a refrain that is repeated in every verse).  No matter what happens in our lives, God has 
redeemed us through the death and resurrection of His Son Jesus, and He has claimed us as His own through 
Holy Baptism.  His promises and steadfast love toward us will remain forever, and nothing, not even a 
global pandemic, can separate us from His love in Christ Jesus our Lord.  We might be hurt financially, or 
lose our jobs, or even get sick and die, but God will not abandon us through any of it.  He has prepared a 
place for us in His kingdom, and one way or another, He will see us through this crisis. 
 God’s blessings to all of you in your time of social distancing!  If you need anything at all, just 
remember that we are only a phone call or e-mail away! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Hagerman 
 
 
 

Did you know that you can give to Trinity with just a few clicks on your smart phone? We 
are currently working to make an online giving page available, as well as add credit & debit card 
processing to the GivePlus mobile app, but you can give now using your banking info. Simply 
download the GivePlus application here for iOS and here for Android. Also, we want to share this 
member-facing video on instructions on how to give on GivePlus Mobile. 

Once the app is downloaded, you will need to search for “Trinity Lutheran Church.” When 
prompted, enter location of “MO,” then select our church by address (1415 S Holland Ave, 
Springfield, MO 65807-1813). Click “Give Now” or “Create Account” and follow prompts. You will 
then be able to make a donation using your bank account number and routing number. 

 Feel free to call the church office if you have questions. 

Amy Collins (Treasurer) 

Angela Bruton (Office Manager) 
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MUSIC NOTES from DR. GRACE 
Dear Trinity Family 
 
As the days of isolation pass, and this very difficult and challenging time in our lives is upon us, I am 
grateful for you, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ and for our Pastors and church leaders who have 
rallied to make sure our congregation stays spiritually fed and uplifted, cared for and connected to one 
another.  The online sermons have been great and so many folks are working behind the scenes to keep us 
all united in prayer and Christian love. We are all praying for each other and for God's strength, mercy and 
forgiveness and the healing of our land. There is great strength and power in prayer.   
 
I think of each of you often and lift each one up in prayer. I know we miss the sweet fellowship of 
worshipping together in the Word and song together, but carry you all with me in my heart each day. Even if 
we cannot physically visit, I see your dear faces before me or receive a call and am reminded of the loving 
community that we are blessed to be a part of. We support one another and are strengthened by grace 
through the love of Christ deeply planted in our Trinity fellowship.  Personally, I want to thank you for your 
outpouring of love, your prayers and so many sweet and generous kindnesses you have been blessed me 
with over the last month since the stroke and since I have been isolating at home. I am humbled by your 
generosity and so grateful for your support.   
 
I've been thinking and praying about what words I could write to you as your Director of Music Ministry to 
help and comfort you in this time of uncertainty, especially from a musical aspect. If you were in my house 
tonight, we would be reading scripture and meditating on God's word and reading the daily reading found in 
the Portals of Prayer. Then after prayer, we would put on a quiet CD of sacred music, hymns, harp music or 
contemporary spiritual songs.  But truth be told, I mostly listen to the "old" familiar hymns, played on a CD 
or Youtube, with words memorized and with tunes I have sung for almost 65 years of my life. These hymns 
bring great comfort and remind me that in the "good" times and through every trial, God has held me in His 
hand, and I remember the unspeakable depth of God's amazing faithfulness and love for me and all of us. I 
am comforted to know that many of our hymns and texts come from deep suffering and grief, while in deep 
despair or during the worst or lowest times in the life of their authors.   And other hymns and their texts, all 
divinely inspired with many directly quoting psalms and scripture, may have risen out of unbridled joy and 
praise for our Creator.  But no matter the origin or circumstance, they are all hymns that speak of the infinite 
love of the One who made us, and Jesus, our Lord and Savior, who keeps us and draws us lovingly under 
His wings of mercy and forgiveness. After singing quietly to myself these beautiful long remembered tunes 
with great words of praise and theology of our faith, given to us by our Christian brothers and sisters over 
the centuries, it is then that I drift off into the loving hands of our Heavenly Father.  
 
My humble suggestion is for you to make a short list of your favorite hymns, and sing them often 
throughout your day.  Then choose a daily hymn from the hymnal to couple with your evening or morning 
meditation on YouTube to sing with yourself or family. You may tell me that you can't sing, but I know that 

if you are a Lutheran, you CAN sing    Meditate on the words and commit them to memory so you can 
carry them all through your life, especially in times such as these,  when we need the ministry of the hymns 
and music of our faith for joy, healing and peace. 
 
With Holy Week and Easter soon upon us, may I offer another thought for sacred music or our hymns to be 
part of this journey in which we find ourselves. Not being physically together will be difficult, but we will 
still be worshipping together in spirit throughout Holy Week and we will still be able to walk with Jesus, 
think on Him and the disciples at the Last Supper and the sacred moment of their holy communion.  As we 
see Jesus struggling in prayer in the garden of Gethsemane and weep as we follow Him to Calvary, our 
thankfulness and supreme joy at His loving sacrifice for us abounds as we praise Him and celebrate His 
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Resurrection and victory over death and the grave.  We will not be able to sing the great hymns together 
of these Holy Days, but we will sing in our homes and hearts, with your family and children and we will 
hear each other.  And one day, we will sing and worship with all the saints in glory when we see Jesus 
again.  
 
May I also suggest that if you love music and find it gives you comfort that you listen daily to a portion of 
the glorious music of Handel's Messiah as part of your journey to Resurrection Day.  I have given you a 
YouTube site to get you started.  
 
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/classical-features/handel-messiah-masterpiece-guide/   
  
Meditate on the many scriptures that the entire work is based on and trace the journey of our Savior through 
all three parts of this great choral masterpiece. Part I is the Christmas portion.  Part II is the "Passion" and 
account of the suffering and death of Christ as a result of man's sin. Part III is the joyous celebration of His 
resurrection and return to gather His own. This part is often referred to as the "resurrection" portion.   
 
I am assured that each day that passes for the Christian is a continuous celebration of the Resurrection.  We 
daily remember Christ's suffering and sacrifice and bring all of our praise and worship to the feet of His 
throne.  We will sing, as in the great last chorus of Messiah, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain and hath 
redeemed us to God by His blood, to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and 
glory and blessing!” (Revelation 5:12) 
 
In His Service, 
Dr. Grace 
 
 
 

Fundraising for MISSIONS while you shop! 
Trinity continues to raise funds for our Missions with no out of pocket 
costs!  Trinity Scrip Committee has gift cards you can purchase or order and are 
great for everyday spending at places you would go to everyday! When you 
purchase these cards (no upcharge) Trinity groups and Missions benefit. 
If you shop for groceries at Harter House, Price Cutter, Walmart, Sam’s, or 
Target we keep these cards on hand!  We also carry about 30 other popular 
retailers on hand for your convenience AND there are hundreds of other retailers’ 
cards that can be ordered. 
 

Contact Carl or Linda Oughton if you are interested in picking up a Scrip card from their home. 
 

If you have a request for funding a mission, please contact one of the members of your Scrip Committee. 
 
Your Scrip Committee, 
Grant McCune                                           Mark Freiert 
Jeff Winter                                                 Maureen Youngman 
Linda Oughton                                          Carl Oughton 
 

 
 
 

https://www.udiscovermusic.com/classical-features/handel-messiah-masterpiece-guide/
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What Trinity Is Doing to Cope With the COVID-19 Crisis 
 

      *Because of the rapid developments unfolding on the weekend Spring Break began, Pastor Marler 
  returned to Springfield the evening of March 15, and consulted with Trinity’s President Clate  

Baker on Monday morning.  Our President appointed a "Temporary Committee"--the COVID-19 
Care Committee—on that morning of March 16th, that quickly mobilized and met that very 
evening.  Members are Clate Baker, Dr. Matt Lundien, Dr. Dan Lyons, Dr. Thomas McClain,  
Dr. Steve Otto, Larry and Juanita Roesslet (from our Christian Care Committee), Brenda 
Scheiderer, and the Pastors.  They advised the steps that were immediately put into place regarding 
Divine Services, Education Ministries, Events, Stewardship, and Care of the Elderly and Sick. (That 
Monday was also the day the "groups of less than 10" announcement was made.) This Committee will 
be on-going advisors for this time period. 

 
     *Worship services for use in each Trinity household are being prepared and provided through 
  email distribution (written copies and manuscripts), and posted on our home page.  Videos  

of the sermons and services are also there.  Four services (Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday,  
Good Friday, and Easter Sunday) will be prepared and posted/distributed for Holy Week  

            (April 5-12)  Coming soon:  Bible classes, devotions, other resources from Synod, District, 
 and links to other LCMS resources 
 
     *The Board of Elders has been calling every household in their individual zones; the Pastors, too,  
  are making phone calls to members in their homes.  We invite all members to contact the 
 Pastors and their Elder (see inside front page of this Trumpet for the name of your Elder) to  

let them know how you are doing, especially if you are ill, out of work, or have other needs with 
which we can help you and pray with you 

 
     *The Christian Care Committee is mobilized to answer the individual, temporal needs that we 
  discover and can meet.  Already in this third week of our quarantine, they have been active 
 
     *We are monitoring the offerings, and developing ways to remind and encourage the congregation to 
  remain faithful stewards.  Thank you to those who have made the “extra effort” to send your 
 offerings.  Please see in this Trumpet suggestions on helping you do that efficiently and safely 
 
      *There are still ways members can obtain SCRIPS cards  (see in this edition of the Trumpet) 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to receive weekly emails from Trinity, please contact 
Angela in the church office.  These emails include weekly News & 
Notes, the monthly Trumpet, funeral information, Bible class 
information, closing due to weather, etc. Call 417-866-5878 or email 
angelabruton@trinitylutheranspfd.org 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:angelabruton@trinitylutheranspfd.org
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH RESOURCES 
for the  

TRINITY FAMILY 
 
 

1.)  Daily Bible Readings For the Home: 
 
The COVD-19 Quarantine may provide for many households an unprecedented opportunity and time (!) to 
read the complete story of Jesus’ coming into Jerusalem, based on all four Gospel accounts.  Although we 
don’t know exactly what day of the week before what we call Holy Week, Jesus arrived in Bethany to stay 
with His dear friend Lazarus (whom He had recently raised from the dead), but we will begin a series of 
daily Scripture readings on Wednesday, April 1st.  If you are unable to read all four Gospel accounts of 
each day in the life of Jesus during His last week in Jerusalem, read at least the Matthew accounts together.  
May God bless you (and your household) that this opportunity will give you growth in knowledge and faith! 
 

Wednesday, April 1 On the Road to Jerusalem (Matthew 20:127-19; Mark 10:32-34;  
     Luke 18:31-34) 
 
 Thursday, April 2 No Nepotism; No Favoritism When It Comes to Faith (Matthew 20:20-28; 
     Mark 10:35-45)  
 
 Friday, April 3  Leaving Jericho  (Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-19:10) 
 
 Saturday, April 4 The Sabbath of Purification (John 12:1-11) 
 
 Sunday, April 5 Palm Sunday (Matthew 21:1-17; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-46;  
     John 12:12-19) 
 
 Monday, April 6 The Longest Monday: Challenges and Parables  (Matthew21:18-22:46; 
     Mark 11:12-12:37; Luke 19:47-20:44) 
 
 Tuesday, April 7 The Longest Tuesday:  (Matthew 23:1-26:2; Mark 12:38-13:37;  

Luke 20:45-21:38; John 12:20-50) 
 
 Wednesday, April 8 The Wednesday Retreat:  (Matthew 26:3-16; Mark 14:1-11; Luke 22:1-6) 
 
 Thursday, April 9 Maundy Thursday (John 13:1-30); Matthew 26:17-75; Mark 14:12-72; 
      Luke 22:7-65; John 13:31-18:27) 
 
 Friday, April 10 Good Friday (Matthew 27:1-61; Mark 15:1-47; Luke 22:60-23:56a;  
     John 18:28-19:42) 
 
 Saturday, April 11 The Day of Vigil  (Matthew 27:62-66; Luke 23:56b) 
 
 Sunday, April 12 The Resurrection of our Lord: Easter! (Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-8; 
     Luke 24:1-49; John 20:1-23) 
 
 Monday, April 13 Easter Monday: What Just Happened and What Does This Mean?    

(John 20:30-31; 1 Corinthians 15:1-58) 
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2.) Worship Services To Be Used In Your Household: 
 
 Because the instruction from the President of the United States (backed by the Center For 
 Disease Control), and from the Governor of Missouri, and by mandate of our own county 
 health authority and city council is for a 30-day stay-at-home order, we can assume we will 
 not be able to return to corporate worship in our sanctuary until at least May.  We will 
 continue to provide Worship Services with sermons, both in manuscript form and on video, 
 and we encourage you to use them and share them with others.  Below is our worship schedule 
 for April: 
 
  April 5  Palm Sunday   April 9           Maundy Thursday 
 
  April 10 Good Friday   April 12         Easter Sunday 
 
  April 19 The Second Sunday of Easter  
   
  April 26 The Third Sunday of Easter 
 
 
3.)  Daily Devotions on the Trinity Facebook Page: 
 
 If you are on Facebook and have joined the Trinity Facebook group, there will be a brief 
 devotion daily beginning April 1 through April 13 (Easter Monday), related in theme to the 
 daily Bible reading schedule.  Thereafter, during this quarantine, there will be Monday- 
 Friday devotions. 
 
 
4.)  Bible Classes: 
 
 After Easter, look for Bible classes to be offered.  The Sunday morning class—“The Missionary 
 Journeys of Paul: The Planting of Christianity in the Graeco-Roman World”—taught by Pastor 
 Marler and Joe Western will resume by video.  The Monday Morning Faith Foundations class  
 (Women’s Bible Study Fellowship) will also resume by video.  
 
 
5.)  Children’s Lessons: 
  
 Since we are not able to worship together in the very near future, and because we want our 
 children to be fed by God’s Word and to understand as they are able what is happening,  
 Children’s Lessons will be recorded and uploaded on our home page on separate videos, to 
 be used according to parents (or grandparents) discretion.  There will be a Children’s Lesson 
 for each of the four worship days of Holy Week—Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good 
 Friday, and Easter—and on the regularly scheduled day for one, April 26.  Again, they will 
 not be included in the actual service, so they can be used at any time on those days. 
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I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord 
 

 
Trinity’s LWML Events 

Thank you so much, Trinity Congregation, for the Mite offering in March, which totaled $25.00. The 
accumulation of Mite offerings will go to: “Lights for Christ Scholarships – Divine Savior Lutheran Church, 
Zacapa, Guatemala.”  
                Habakkuk 2:4 “The righteous shall live by His faith.”  

 Please save your daily pocket change and we will collect for missions in the LARGE purple Mite 
Box displayed in the narthex, the 2nd Sunday of each month. Next chance will be April 12, 2020.  

 Remember to fill your purple socks each month with designated quarters, one quarter for January, 
two quarters for February, and on each month until December, when we will collect the socks. 

LWML had its quarterly dinner/meeting Thursday, March 12, at 6:00 pm in Trinity’s Gym.  Shannon 
Crosby gave the program on Women’s Nutrition, which was very interesting and helpful. We receive 
multiple health benefits from “mindful eating.” 
 
Upcoming Events are subject to cancellation with the Coronavirus pandemic and many people under 
quarantine: 
 
April 26: Spring LWML Zone Rally, Shepherd of the Lakes, Forsyth, registration 2:30, meeting at 3:00. As 
a society, will donate a SCRIP card for the ingathering for Forsyth Community Library – store for families 
in need.   Terry Wright needs RSVPs a week ahead. 
 
June 6:  11:00 AM Ladies’/Girls’ Tea Party sponsored by LWML at Trinity Family Center.   10:30 brief 
business meeting. 
 
June 12-14:  MO Dist. LWML Convention at Hammons University Plaza, Springfield, MO.  Trinity will 
send two delegates.  Guests are welcome at opening worship service on Friday night and the Sunday 
morning worship.  
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From Nathan & Theresa: 
 
There is a story about a rural area that was experiencing a severe drought. The country church 
decided to hold a prayer vigil and ask for rain. The entire congregation showed up, but only one 
little boy had the faith to bring an umbrella. 
 
We have pleaded with God for a miracle and now that He has handed one to us, I am having 
trouble wrapping my head around it. Seven months ago, Nathan was given the diagnosis of Acute 
Myeloid Leukemia with NO chance of recovery and only a 40% chance of making it to the one-
year mark. He has had a tough seven months with intense chemo treatment and impressive 
hospitalizations. But today….he is in complete and official remission. There are no leukemia cells 
in his body. Now he is not off scot free. He will always need to take intense maintenance chemo 
but it will be spread out farther and farther in between sessions…. He will always be immune 
suppressed…but his numbers will be a bit higher to begin with and we will be careful. We truly 
have this isolation thing down. BUT HE IS CANCER FREE. Obviously, some of my prayer warriors 
brought their umbrellas to this vigil. “Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, 
but with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26 
 
 

Bible Studies and Worship Service Options 
Trinity services are streamed on YouTube each week.  Go to our website www.trinity-springfield.org and 
click on the “Recorded Worship Services” on the right hand side of the page. 

* * * * * 
The Lutheran Hour 
The Lutheran Hour airs on the radio several times a day. 

104.1 FM at 8:00 a.m. 
104.1 FM at 9:30 a.m. 

560 AM at 9:30 a.m.  
560 AM at 6:30 a.m.  

* * * * * 
KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension of LCMS congregations, shares Christ for you anytime, 
anywhere on KFUO.org via worship services, Bible and theology studies, practical talk programs, and 
sacred music. You can find programs on demand at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us 
on @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 
 
 

 
 
 

No Men’s Night Out until September. 
Watch for announcements in August for 

date, time and location. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.trinity-springfield.org
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GRANDPARENTING 
For Grandparents at Any Stage of the Journey 

 
This month, the Family Life Committee, is focusing on another role of grandparenting. Whether we  
Realize it or not, our behavior makes a huge impact on our grandchildren. They watch, learn, and 
Copy us—whether good or bad. We’re never off duty. 
 
Let’s think about what character traits we could model for our grandchildren. The fruit of the Spirit, 
Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control take on new  
meaning as we consider how to model a Godly life for our grandchildren. Wouldn’t you love these  
virtues in your life and theirs?  Since the verse includes nine different aspects of fruit, some people think  
the word is fruits. But fruit is singular.  These character traits all go together.   
 
In John 15:1,4,5 Jesus emphasized bearing fruit, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. . . 
No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear  
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” Remember the word REMAIN in this passage. Jesus  
reveals the secret for bearing fruit. 
 
To produce genuine fruit, we must plant ourselves in Christ and REMAIN connected to Him. We can  
pretend we have love, joy, and peace.  But challenging circumstances may reveal immature or sour 
fruit. As grandparents we can model each characteristic of genuine fruit. God, our divine Gardener, 
and Jesus, the  Vine, models each aspect .Our grandkids watch our behavior and learn how to live the 
 Christian life from our example. If we stay connected to the Vine, we’ll model how to produce much 
 fruit. 
 
Prayer:  Heavenly Father, we want to model the fruit of the Spirit for our grandchildren. We know we 
we can only produce much fruit as we REMAIN in You. We thank you for your love and patience. Amen 
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Pictures from top left to right:  Pastor Hagerman – “Mr. Roboto”; Trinity Tots and “Baby Shark”; 
Denny Maples as George Straight and Pastor Marler as  Jimmy Buffet; our Judges Simon aka Mark 
Freiert, Heidi aka Megan Lozano, and Howie aka Josh Sexton; our Leap Year birthday boy Jeff 
Flattem flanked by our MCs Ben Brown and Zeke Young; section leader Michael Payne; our judges; 
and Denny Maples. 
 
 
 
Featured on the following page are:  The Olympic debut of Ahren Love, Jason Lozano, Carter 
Hackley, and Corey Hambrick; theT.R.U.T.H. Puppeteers; the wonderful gathering of 200 people; 
adults and puppeteers performing to “YMCA”; the wonderful servers from the LSC who benefited 
from donations and auction items and raised $1,800; and our puppeteers doing their black light glove 
performance of “Who Am I” 
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TRINITY FAMILY PRAYER PAGE 
Each week immediate prayer needs are published in “The Trinity Family Prayer Page.”  Each month in The Trumpet, 
those we pray for weekly as well as others with long term prayer needs are listed to be included in members’ personal 

and household devotions and prayers. . .if you’d like to add a family member or friend, please call or e-mail the 
Trinity office with your request. . .May God bless all for whom we pray. . . 

 
For Those Coping With Cancer 

 
Sharon Hackley 
Nathan Rader 
Friends/Family of Trinity Members: 
Nada BouJneid, cousin of Elie Ghanem 
Bill Bowler, friend of Carl and Linda Oughton 

 
Bob DeLuce, brother of Les DeLuce 
Cynthia Koger, friend of Tim Zeigler 
Charles Sayre, friend of Candace Gaede 
Rev. Eric Trickey, friend of Tim/Bernie Zeigler 
Dean Ziegel, friend of Tom Wutke

 
For Those Who Are Homebound in our Trinity Family 

Members permanently or temporarily homebound. . . 
 
Lida Chism  
Bill Fair 
Marge Heldt 
 

Harvey Jorgensen   
Stella Klinkerman 
Georgia Mikessell 
Howard & Bonnie Peters 
 

Marian Rippee 
Earl Viets 
Jerry Williams  
Ruth Wyssmann 

 
For Those Facing Ongoing Health Issues 

 
Keith Bench 
Carol Etherton 
Joshua Gaede 
Ruth Ohrenberg  
Tim Peters 
Janet Pfeiffer 
Kathy Polacoff    
Juanita Randolph 
Bob Senninger 

Friends/Family of Trinity Members: 
Elise Drennan, great-niece of Debbie Shell 
Bonnie Eggerman, niece of Jean Dwyier 
Sarah Hicks, daughter of Pauline Peters 
Mark Klinkerman, son of Stella Klinkerman 
Curtis Kloehn, son of Wilma Kloehn 
Katie Mayberry, friend of the McCunes 
Jordon Peters, grandson of Pauline Peters 
Steve Zeige, nephew of Janet Pfeiffer 
 

 
 

For Our Nation and For Members of Our Armed Forces 
We pray not only for the soldiers listed here, but also for their families! 

 
Chris Adams 
Sean Becker 
Matthew Duff 
Phillip Hackley 
Jacob Klatte 
Benjamin Schmidt 
Robert Stillings, Jr. 
Sam Carter 

 
Joseph Cook, son of Carolyn Gray 
Nick Costello, nephew of Mark & Karen Freiert 
Frank Edling, son of Alfred Edling 
Eric Flattem, nephew of Jeff & Barb Flattem 
Aaron Gann, son of Rich & Donna Gann 
Kevin Myers, brother-in-law of Kathy Polacoff 
Austin Peregory, nephew of Mark & Karen Freiert 
Corey Thompson, grandson of Bill Fair

 


